ACT HI: SCENE I
Nearly two years have elapsed since Act II.
The scene is ERNEST FRIEDMAN'S penthouse in
York. It is an exquisite apartment, luxuriously
furnished. Up stage, on the Right, are three windows
opening on to a balrnny. These are on an angle; below
them are double doors leading into the ML A staircase
climbs up the Left-hand side of the room, leading through
a curtained archway to the bedrooms, etc. Below the
staircase there is a door leading to the servants' quarters.
When the curtain rises it is about eleven-thirty on a
summer night. The windows are wide open and be-
yond the terrace can be seen the many lights of the city.
There is a table set with drinks and sandwiches, with,
below it, an enormous sofa.
Voices are heard in the hall, and GILIXA enters with
GRACE TORRENCE and HENRY and HELEN CARVER.
The CARVERS are a comparatively young married
couple, wealthy and well dressed. GRACE TORRENCE
is slightly older, a typical Europeani^ed New York
matron. GILDA is elaborately and beautifully gowned.
Her manner has changed a good deaL She is much
more still and sure than before. A certain amomt oj
vitality has gone from her, but, in its place, there is
an aloof poise quite in keeping with her drus and
surroundings.
GILDA : Who'd like a highball ?
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